
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE
WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND REVISIONS TO THE
FEDERAL RULES OF BANKRUPTCY PROCEDURE AND OFFICIAL FORMS,

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2003

Notice is hereby given that changes to the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure are due to take effect
December 1, 2003, barring congressional action to reject, modify or defer these rule changes.  This
document points out only some, not all, of the changes in the FRBP and Official Forms.  All of the
changes as proposed may be found at www.uscourts.gov/rules/newrules6.html.

Privacy Rules
! Rules and Official Forms have been changed to allow the use of the last four digits of the

Social Security number in captions and forms filed in a case.  It is the responsibility of
the filer to redact the information no longer required by the FRBP and revised Official
Forms.

! Debtors will be required to submit (not file) with the court, a verified statement of the
debtor’s full Social Security number (new Official Form 21 attached hereto).   This
document will be maintained by the clerk, but it will not be a part of the official court
file and will not be made a part of the public record.

! The court will use the full Social Security number in its computer system, but users of
the system outside the Court will be able to see only the last four digits of the Social
Security number.  Users will be able to input and search on all nine digits of the Social
Security number, but all screens will display only the last four digits.

! Bankruptcy petition preparers are still required to disclose the entire Social Security
number of the individual who prepares the document.  Notation is made “(Required by
11 U.S.C. Sec. 110(c)).”

Other Changes
! Rules have been changed which affect eligibility for bankruptcy relief for certain

organizations.

! Corporate disclosure requirements have been added for parties in adversary proceedings.

! Official Forms have been changed to no longer require full financial account numbers
and names of minors and other dependents.

Notice is further given that the clerk is not responsible for the redaction of Social Security numbers or
other personal data identifiers from documents filed with the court.  This responsibility rests completely
with the filer of the document.   Accordingly, the United States Trustee, case and standing trustees and
attorneys practicing in this court should review notices, reports and other materials prepared by their
offices, which will become part of the official case file, to ensure that personal identifiers no longer
required are not included in such submissions.  Documents filed with the court will not be returned for
redaction and will become part of the public record.

Dated: November 20, 2003 Grant E. Price, Clerk of Court

http://www.uscourts.gov/rules/newrules6.html


NOTICE

Effective December 1, 2003

In compliance with the policy of the Judicial Conference of the United States, and the E-
Government Act of 2002, and in order to promote electronic access to case files while also protecting
personal privacy and other legitimate interests, parties shall refrain from including, or shall partially
redact where inclusion is necessary, the following personal data identifiers from all documents and
pleadings filed with the court, including exhibits thereto, unless otherwise ordered by the Court or
required by statute, the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure or the Official Bankruptcy Forms.

! Social Security numbers.  If an individual’s Social Security number must be
included in a pleading, only the last four digits of the number should be used.

! Names of minor children.  If the involvement of a minor child must be
mentioned, only the initials of that child should be used.  On Schedule I of the
Official Bankruptcy Form 6, list relationship and age of the debtor’s dependents
(i.e., son, age 6).

! Dates of birth.  If an individual’s date of birth must be included in a pleading,
only the year should be used.  On Schedule I of Official Bankruptcy Form 6, list
age of each of the debtor’s dependents.

! Financial account numbers.  If financial account numbers are relevant, only the
last four digits of these numbers should be used.  On Schedules D, E, and F of
Official Bankruptcy Form 6, debtors, if they so choose, may include their full
account numbers to assist the trustee and creditors.

In compliance with the E-Government Act of 2002, a party wishing to file a document
containing the personal data identifiers listed above may file an unredacted document under seal. 
This document shall be retained by the court as part of the record.  The court may, however, still
require the party to file a redacted copy for the public file.



NOTICE

Effective December 1, 2003

Official Form Changes and Rule Amendments

The privacy amendments are consistent with the policy that documents in bankruptcy cases
generally should be available electronically with the proviso that the Bankruptcy Code and Rules should
be amended as necessary to allow the court to collect a debtor’s full Social Security number but display
only the last four digits.  Official Form changes and Rules amendments are listed below:

! The petition, Official Form 1, will contain only the last four digits of individual debtors’
Social Security numbers (See attached revised form.)

! Amendments to Rule 1007 will require debtors to submit a verified statement containing
the full nine-digit Social Security number.

! The new Statement of Social Security Number will not be filed in the case or become
part of the case file available to the public at the court or over the Internet.  (See attached
form.)

! Rule 2002 will be amended to require the clerk to include the debtor’s full Social
Security number in the copy of the Section 341 meeting of creditors notice.  Official
Form 9 is sent to creditors, the debtor, the United States trustee or bankruptcy
administrator.  The copy of the Section 341 notice included in the court case file,
however, will contain only the last four digits of the Social Security number.

! Official Form 10, Proof of Claim, will require a wage creditor to disclose only the last
four digits of the creditor’s Social Security number.  Subtotals for unsecured, secured,
and priority will be added to the box for the total amount of the claim and a box will be
added to the proof of claim for unsecured nonpriority claims.  In addition, the shading
will be removed from both the proof of claim and the Section 341 meeting of creditors
notice. (See attached form.)

! Official Form 16A, the full caption, will be amended to include only the last four digits
of any debtor’s Social Security number.   Accordingly, subsequent notices (after the
Section 341 notice) will either include the last four digits or none, if Official Form 16B,
the short caption, is used.

! Filers ---- not the clerk ---- are responsible for redacting Social Security numbers and
other personal identifiers such as dates of birth, financial account numbers, and names of
minor children in documents they file with the court.
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